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S-3973.1

SENATE BI LL 6613

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senator W nsl ey

Read first tine 01/27/2004. Referred to Committee on Financial
Services, Insurance & Housi ng.

AN ACT Relating to chargi ng manufactured housing conmunities for
wat er and sewer connections; and anmendi ng RCW 35. 91. 040, 36.94. 140, and
57.08. 081.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.91.040 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.91.040 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Ne)) (1) A person, firm_or corporation ((shal+)) nmay not be
granted a permt or be authorized to tap into, or use any such water or
sewer facilities or extensions thereof during the period of tine
prescribed in such contract without first paying to the nunicipality,
in addition to any and all other costs and charges nmade or assessed for
such tap, or wuse, or for the water lines or sewers constructed in
connection therewith, the amount required by the provisions of the
contract under which the water or sewer facilities so tapped into or
used were constructed. Al'l amounts so received by the nmunicipality
shall be paid out by it under the ternms of such contract within sixty
days after the receipt thereof. Wenever any tap or connection is nmade
into any such contracted water or sewer facilities w thout such paynent
having first been nmade, the governing body of the nunicipality may
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renove, or cause to be renoved, such unauthorized tap or connection and
all connecting tile, or pipe located in the facility right of way and
di spose of wunauthorized material so renoved wthout any liability
what soever

(2) Atap or connection charge under this section for service to a
manuf act ured housing comunity, as defined in RCOWN59.20.030, applies to
an_individual lot within that conmunity only if the nunicipality
provides and maintains the tap-in connection.

Sec. 2. RCW36.94.140 and 2003 ¢ 394 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every county, in the operation of a system of sewerage and/ or
wat er, shall have full jurisdiction and authority to manage, regul ate,
and control it. Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section,
every county shall have full jurisdiction and authority to fix, alter,
regulate, and control the rates and charges for the service and
facilities to those to whom such service and facilities are avail abl e,
and to | evy charges for connection to the system

(2) The rates for availability of service and facilities, and
connection charges so charged nust be uniform for the sane class of
custoners or service and facility. In classifying custoners served,
service furnished or made avail abl e by such system of sewerage and/ or
wat er, or the connection charges, the county |egislative authority may
consider any or all of the follow ng factors:

(a) The difference in cost of service to the various custoners
Wi thin or without the area;

(b) The difference in cost of maintenance, operation, repair and
replacenent of the various parts of the systens;

(c) The different character of the service and facilities furnished
vari ous custoners;

(d) The quantity and quality of the sewage and/or water delivered
and the tine of its delivery;

(e) Capital contributions nade to the systemor systens, including,
but not limted to, assessnents;

(f) The cost of acquiring the systemor portions of the systemin
maki ng system i nprovenents necessary for the public health and safety;

(g) The nonprofit public benefit status, as defined in RCW
24.03. 490, of the | and user; and
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(h) Any other matters which present a reasonable difference as a
ground for distinction.

(3) The rate a county may charge under this section for storm or
surface water sewer systens or the portion of the rate allocable to the
storm or surface water sewer system of conbined sanitary sewage and
stormor surface water sewer systens shall be reduced by a m ni mum of
ten percent for any new or renodel ed comercial building that utilizes
a perm ssive rai nwater harvesting system Rainwater harvesting systens
shall be properly sized to utilize the available roof surface of the
buil ding. The jurisdiction shall consider rate reductions in excess of
ten percent dependent upon the anobunt of rai nwater harvested.

(4) A county may provide assistance to aid |owincone persons in
connection wth services provided under this chapter.

(5) The service charges and rates shall produce revenues sufficient
to take care of the costs of nmaintenance and operation, revenue bond
and warrant interest and principal anortization requirenents, and al
ot her charges necessary for the efficient and proper operation of the
system

(6) A connection charge under this section for service to a
manuf act ured housing comunity, as defined in RCOWN59.20.030, applies to
an individual lot within that comunity only if the system of water or
sewerage provides and nmaintains the connection.

Sec. 3. RCWA57.08.081 and 2003 ¢ 394 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Subject to RCW57.08.005(6), the comm ssioners of any district
shall provide for revenues by fixing rates and charges for furnishing
sewer and drai nage service and facilities to those to whom service is
avail able or for providing water, such rates and charges to be fixed as
deened necessary by the comm ssioners, so that uniformcharges wll be
made for the sanme class of custonmer or service and facility. Rates and
charges may be conbined for the furnishing of nore than one type of
sewer or drainage service and facilities.

(2) In classifying custoners of such water, sewer, or drainage
system the board of conm ssioners may in its discretion consider any
or all of the followng factors: The difference in cost to various
custoners; the location of the various custoners within and w thout the
district; the difference in cost of nmintenance, operation, repair, and

p. 3 SB 6613



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwWwMNDNDNDMDDNMNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDNMNMNMDNEPRPPRPPRPRPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O N Ol A W NPEFEP O OOOWwNOD O P WNEPEOOWOOLwWNO O owDNDER.Oo

repl acenment of the various parts of the system the different character
of the service furnished various custoners; the quantity and quality of
the service and facility furnished; the tine of 1its wuse; the
achi evenent of water conservation goals and the discouragenent of
wast eful practices; capital contributions nade to the system i ncl udi ng
but not limted to assessnents; and any other matters which present a
reasonable difference as a ground for distinction. Rates shall be
established as deened proper by the conm ssioners and as fixed by
resolution and shall produce revenues sufficient to take care of the
costs of mai ntenance and operation, revenue bond and warrant interest
and principal anortization requirenents, and all other charges
necessary for efficient and proper operation of the system Prior to
furnishing services, a district may require a deposit to guarantee
paynent for services. However, failure to require a deposit does not
affect the validity of any lien authorized by this section.

(3)(@) The comm ssioners shall enforce collection of connection
charges, and rates and charges for water supplied against property
owners connecting wth the system or receiving such water, and for
sewer and drai nage services charged agai nst property to which and its
owners to whom the service is available, such charges being deened
charges against the property served, by addition of penalties of not
nmore than ten percent thereof in case of failure to pay the charges at
tinmes fixed by resolution. The conm ssioners may provide by resol ution
t hat where either connection charges or rates and charges for services
supplied are delinquent for any specified period of tinme, the district
shall certify the delinquencies to the auditor of the county in which
the real property is |ocated, and the charges and any penalties added
thereto and interest thereon at the rate of not nore than the prine
lending rate of the district's bank plus four percentage points per
year shall be a lien against the property upon which the service was
recei ved, subject only to the lien for general taxes.

(b) A connection charge under this section for service to a
manuf act ured housing comunity, as defined in RCOWN59.20.030, applies to
an individual ot within that comunity only if the district provides
and nai ntains the connection.

(4) The district may, at any tinme after the connection charges or
rates and charges for services supplied or available and penalties are
del i nquent for a period of sixty days, bring suit in foreclosure by
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civil action in the superior court of the county in which the rea
property is located. The court may allow, in addition to the costs and
di sbursenents provided by statute, attorneys' fees, title search and
report costs, and expenses as it adjudges reasonable. The action shal
be in rem and nay be brought in the nane of the district against an
i ndi vidual or against all of those who are delinquent in one action
The laws and rules of the court shall control as in other civil
actions.

(5 In addition to the right to foreclose provided in this section,
the district may also cut off all or part of the service after charges
for water or sewer service supplied or avail able are delinquent for a
period of thirty days.

(6) Adistrict may determne how to apply partial paynents on past
due accounts.

(7) A district may provide a real property owner or the owner's
designee with duplicate bills for service to tenants, or may notify an
owner or the owner's designee that a tenant's service account 1is
del i nquent. However, if an owner or the owner's designee notifies the
district inwiting that a property served by the district is a rental
property, asks to be notified of a tenant's delinquency, and has
provided, in witing, a conplete and accurate mailing address, the
district shall notify the owner or the owner's designee of a tenant's
delinquency at the sanme tinme and in the sanme nmanner the district
notifies the tenant of the tenant's delinquency or by mail. When a
district provides a real property owner or the owner's designee with
duplicates of tenant utility service bills or notice that a tenant's
utility account is delinquent, the district shall notify the tenant
that it is providing the duplicate bills or delinquency notice to the
owner or the owner's designee. After January 1, 1999, if a district
fails to notify the owner of a tenant's delinquency after receiving a
witten request to do so and after receiving the other information
required by this subsection (7), the district shall have no lien
agai nst the prem ses for the tenant's delinquent and unpai d charges.

--- END ---
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